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Chapter 1: Int roduction 
 

1.1 Purpose 
 

The Town of Mammoth Lakes Draft Mobilit y Element provides a 

foundation for making bicycling an integral part of daily lif e in 

Mammoth. The General Bikeway Plan wil l guide the future 

development of bicycle facilities and programs in the town. Its 

recommendations wil l facilitate bicycling for transportation and 

recreation and help attain the goals identified in the bicycle section of 

the Draft Mobilit y Element (Figure 1.1). The General Bikeway Plan 

was developed with community input and seeks to meet the 

community needs and desires for a pleasant, enjoyable, and safer 

bicycle experience. This Plan is necessary to maintain eligibility for 

Federal and State transportation dollars for bicycle infrastructure 

improvements. This plan follows the requirements set by the California 

Streets and Highways Code, Division 1. State Highways, Chapter 8. Non-

motorized Travel, Article 3. California Bicycle Transportation Act, Section 

891.2. 
 

1.2 Document History  
 

The Town first adopted  its General Bikeway Plan in 1995, which has 

since undergone four addendums, the last update occurring in 2008 

(Figure 1.2). Since its original adoption, and as a result of comprehensive 

bicycle facility  planning, many on-street bicycle facilities, bicycle racks, 

street-separated multi-use paths, and their associated bridges and 

under-crossings have been constructed (Figure 1.3).  
 

1.3 The Bicycle Network 
 

Many people bicycle in Mammoth Lakes, particularly during the summer 

months, but it is desirable to increase bicycle use throughout the year. 

Targeted investment in bicycle facilities that provide a safe, 

Figure 1.1 The Draft General Plan Mobility Element sets goals for 
improving bicycling in Mammoth Lakes. 

Figure 1.2 The General Bikeway Plan, originally adopted in 
1995, was updated in 2008. 
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interconnected, and high-quality bicycle network is anticipated to 

increase bicycle use. Bicycle use can help ease congestion, reduce 

parking demand, and reduce air and noise pollution. Bicycling can also 

have positive impacts on the local economy, environment, public 

health, and quality of life. 
 

This Plan establishes an overall framework for developing the bicycle 

network beginning with a community vision. The goals, policies, and 

actions in this Plan are from the bicycle section of the Draft Mobilit y 

Element of the General Plan (2011). 
 

1.4 Community Vision of Bicycle Network 
 

The town envisions a comprehensive bicycle network that enhances the 

safety, comfort, and convenience of riding in the town. 
 

1.5 Goals, Policies, and Actions in Draft  General 

Plan Mobili ty Element (2011) ï Bicycle Section 
 

Å Goal M.10. Support ñfeet firstò objectives by providing a linked 

year-round recreational and commuter bicycle-system that is 

safe and comprehensive. 
 

o Policy M.10.1 Ensure that all planning processes identify 

and implement bicycle improvements and that new 

development improves existing conditions to meet Town 

standards. 
 

Á Action M.10.1.1. As large blocks are developed or 

redeveloped, increase connectivity by requiring direct 

and safe bicycle connections to be provided where 

practical and feasible, via bike lanes, routes, paths, or 

trails (Figure 1.4). 
 

Á Action  M.10.1.2.  Update the General Bikeway Plan 

to reflect recommended measures and facilities, such as 

Figure 1.4 Connectivity between bicycle facilites is a priority. This 
promenade ends on the southeast end of Main Street forcing 
bicyclists and pedestrians into the roadway.  

Figure 1.3 The General Bikeway Plan recommends future bicycle 
facilities including multi-use path, bicycle lanes, and sharrows.  
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expanding the system of multi-use paths, bike lanes, 

and bike routes, converting some existing bike routes to 

lanes, and filling key infrastructure gaps. 
 

Á Action M.10.1.3 Identify opportunities to improve 

connections between the in-town bicycle network and 

the trail system outside the urban boundary as well as 

regional bicycle routes. 
 

Á Action M.10.1.4 Study the designation of ñBicycle 

Boulevardsò on certain residential streets, as 

appropriate, to encourage bicycle travel (Figure 1.5). 
 

Á Action M.10.1.5. Identify key locations for bicycle 

racks and/or storage. 
 

Á Action M.10.1.6. Require major new commercial and 

residential development or redevelopment to provide 

covered and secure bicycle parking and shower and 

locker facilities for bicycle commuters as appropriate, 

or to assist in funding bicycle improvements in nearby 

locations. 
 

Á Action M.10.1.7 Establish a program to work with 

existing local business owners, commercial property 

owners, and multi-family residential properties to 

install secure and functional bicycle racks and/or 

storage (Figure 1.6). 
 

o Policy M.10.2. Create a safe and comfortable cycling 

environment in the town that is accessible to cyclists of all 

ages. 
 

Á Action M.10.2.1. Maintain pavement (i.e. fix  

potholes and cracks) on streets and paths and provide 

appropriate striping so that they are bicycle-friendly. 
 

Figure 1.5 Bicycle boulevards can be implemented on residental 
streets in Mammoth Lakes; however, currently none have 
received this designation.  

Figure 1.6 The General Bikeway Plan recommends key locations 
for bicycle racks and storage. Currently, there are only a few 
businesses and residences with secure and functional bicycle 
parking.  
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Á Action M.10.2.2. Establish design standards for safely 

accommodating bicyclists at intersections, and as 

funding becomes available, upgrade existing 

intersections to the new standard. 
 

Á Action M.10.2.3. To the extent possible, widen 

shoulders to accommodate bike lanes or routes as 

part of street maintenance (paving) and reconstruction 

projects. 
 

Á Action M.10.2.4. Install additional signage as 

necessary to denote bicycle lanes, routes, and areas 

where vehicles ñshare the roadò with bicyclists and 

other users. 
 

Á Action M.10.2.5. Work with Caltrans to make State 

Route 203 a complete street by providing improved 

bicycle facilities and improved safety, including the 

installation of bike lanes, pavement markings, 

signage, and crossings (Figure 1.7). 
 

o Policy M.10.3. Continue to support physical and policy related 

changes to encourage access to regional and local transit service 

via bicycle. 
 

Á Action M.10.3.1 Work with transit partners, such as 

Eastern Sierra Transit Authority and the Mammoth 

Mountain Ski Area, to improve bicycle access to 

transit, increase the capacity within the bus to carry 

bicycles on transit, and increase the capacity to carry 

bicycles on transit by providing additional bike racks 

and trailers (Figure 1.8). 
 

Å Goal M.11. Increase bicycle use through improved public education 

and marketing of the system. 

 

Figure 1.7 Transforming State Route 203/Main Street into a 
complete street is a priority and includes improved bicycle 
facilities such as bike lanes, pavement markings, signage, and 
crossings. The Main Street Plan 2013 outlines near and longςterm 
improvements to transfrom Main Street.  

Figure 1.8 The majority of the trolleys in Mamoth Lakes on fixed 
lines are equipped with a bicycle rack that can accommodate three 
bicycles. The Lakes Basin trolley is equipped with a trailer and can 
hold a total of 22 bicycles.  
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o Policy M.11.1. Support and participate in educational programs 

and marketing to encourage bicycling. 
 

Á Action M.11.1.1. Work with Mammoth Lakes 

Tourism, local businesses, Mammoth Unified School 

District, and local bicycling groups to provide 

information on safe bicycling and bicycle route 

selection. 
 

Á Action M.11.1.2. Continue to promote and support 

bicycle programs to increase bicycle safety and 

awareness and encourage bicycle travel, such as ñBike-

to-Work-Dayò (Figures 1.9, 1.10). 
 

Figure 1.9 Bike to Work Day 

Figure 1.10 A group ride in Mammoth Lakes 
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Chapter 2: Related Planning 

Documents, Materials, and 

Data Sources 

 

Where the previous chapter identified the specific goals, policies, 

and actions for the General Bikeway Plan, this chapter provides a 

summary of the relevant planning, policy, and regulatory documents 

that comprise the broad framework for bicycle planning within the 

Town of Mammoth Lakes. The Town and other local and regional 

agencies are aware of the importance of enhancing the bicycle 

environment, as shown in the numerous recommendations in these 

planning documents. Town documents, along with county and regional 

plans, are discussed as they relate to the planning and development of 

bicycle facilities and programs in Mammoth Lakes. Additional resources 

are listed, such as sources for geographical information systems and 

accident databases. 
 

Main Street Plan (2014)(Figure 2.1) 
The Main Street Plan seeks to transform Main Street into a vibrant, 

pedestrian-oriented center, serving residents and visitors. This Plan 

includes recommendations for bicycle improvements, including bicycle 

paths and intersection crossings. The Main Street Plan provides the 

preferred street concept, connectivity and place making opportunities, 

streetscape designs, parking strategies, and new development 

opportunities. Also described are phasing and implementation, including 

cost estimates, recommended financing strategies, regulatory 

amendments, and an implementation timeline with outlined 

responsibilities to help the Town move from ideas to action. 

Implementation of the Main Street Plan is expected to occur over the next 

20 years as funding becomes available. 

Figure 2.1 Main Street Plan 2013 
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Eastern Sierra Transit Authority  Coordinated Plan (2013) (Figure 

2.2) 

The Eastern Sierra Transit Authority (ESTA) provides service in 

Mammoth Lakes under contract with the Town, Mammoth Mountain Ski 

Area (MMSA), Yosemite Area Regional Transit (YARTS), and the 

Inyo National Forest Service (INF). Federal planning requirements 

specify that the designated recipients of certain funds administered by 

the Federal Transit Administration must certify those projects are derived 

from a Coordinated Plan. These projects are intended to improve and 

enhance the mobility of individuals who are disabled, elderly, or have 

low-incomes. The updated Coordinated Plan will  need to focus on 

identifying needs specific to those population groups, and transportation 

needs of the Eastern Sierra region as well as identifying strategies to 

meet these needs. 
 

Pedestrian Master Plan (2013)(Figure 2.3) 

The Townôs Pedestrian Master Plan guides the future development and 

enhancement of pedestrian facilities and is intended to implement the 

Draft General Plan Mobility Element goals, policies, and actions related 

to pedestrian infrastructure. Specifically, it completes Action M.8.1.2 to 

update the Sidewalk Master Plan. This Plan inventories existing 

infrastructure, assesses current and future needs, and makes 

recommendations for the funding and the implementation of pedestrian 

projects. 
 

Municipal  Wayfinding Master Plan (2012)(Figure 2.4) 

This plan serves as a guide for future wayfinding in the Mammoth Lakes 

area. It is intended to provide pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular 

directional signage that integrates with the Mammoth Lakes Trail 

System wayfinding signage. 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.2 The Human Services Coordinated Plan was completed in 
2013 by LSC Transportation Consultants Inc. for Eastern Sierra 
Transit Authority (ESTA) 

Figure 2.3 Pedestrian Master Plan Update (2011) 

Figure 2.4 Municipal Wayfinding Master Plan (2012) 
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Parks and Recreation Master Plan (2012) (Figure 2.5) 

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan outlines the Townôs recreation 

needs for the future and establishes goals and policies that guide future 

park improvements. It contains an analysis of the supply, demand, and 

needs for park and recreation facilities and services, and includes a 

comprehensive assessment of public and private facilities available in 

and around Mammoth Lakes. The Plan also recommends 

implementation strategies to help address the challenges of providing 

parks and recreation facilities. Parks attract pedestrians and bicycles, 

and it is important to provide infrastructure such as sidewalks and 

multi-use paths in and around these areas. 
 

Bicycle Section of Draft  General Plan Mobility  Element (2011) 

(Figure 2.6) 

The Bicycle Section of the Draft Mobility  Element of the General Plan 

describes the existing bicycle network and potential for new bicycle 

connections. It provides goals, policies, and actions to improve bicycle 

conditions and encourage alternative modes of travel in Mammoth Lakes. 

The bicycle network maps from this document were updated an 

incorporated into the update of the General Bikeway Plan. This plan is 

not yet adopted so it serves as a guide rather than an official planning 

document. It outlines future multi-use paths that are incorporated into 

the General Bikeway Plan. 
 

California  Transportation Plan 2035 (2011)(Figure 2.7) 

The California Transportation Plan 2035 updates state policy framework 

to meet new trends and challenges, such as climate change. In addition, 

the CTP 2035 builds upon the 2007 Addendum for SAFETEA-LU, which 

outlines the need to better integrate transportation planning with 

environmental and natural resource planning. Actions to create bicycle 

infrastructure in Mammoth are supportive of the CTP 2035. 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.5 Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan (2012) 

Figure 2.6 Draft General Plan Mobility Element ς 
Pedestrian Section  

Figure 2.7 California Transportation Plan 2035 (2011) 










































































